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A CHIEF CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE. 

BY EEY. A. P. PEABODY. 

Much of the indifference to religion, which confessedly prevails to a 
lamentable degree throughout Christendom, is to be ascribed to the loose 
construction of the principles of Christian duty that has, for many centu- 
ries, prevailed in the Church. Who can read the story of the primitive 
Christians, without being struck by the contrast between the state of 
things then and now ? Then there was unreserved self-surrender to a 
higher guidance. The disciples obeyed, without questioning, every mani- 
fest command, and recognized in action every undoubted principle of 
their religion. They believed that the gospel was designed to make all 
things new ; and neither the novelty of the act, or the greatness of the 
sacrifice, stood between them and the way of duty. Now how different I 
It has for ages been held by the majority of Christians, that the gospel 
makes nothing new. The law of Christ is made as broad as his charity. 
Does one enter the Church, who practises unlawful arts, or feeds on un- 
holy gains, or is in a profession, the very functions of which are in oppo- 
sition to the gospel ? He is bidden to "remain in the same calling where- 
in he is called." Scripture is kindly warped to suit his case. The Church 
undertakes to interpret all the commands of God and Christ, as his exi- 
gencies may dictate, — "Thou shaltnot kill," to mean, "kill enemies only :" 
— "Thou shalt not steal," — "except by warrant from government ;" — "For- 
swear not thyself," — "except when thou canst thus escape some lawful 
due ;" — "Wo to him that makes his brother sin," — "unless his chief busi- 
ness consist in, and his chief revenue be derived from, some form of im- 
moral agency." Brotherly love must have its limit of condition, country 
and color ; and beyond this limit indifference or hatred is the better way. 
This loose exposition of gospel morality weakens its hold upon the respect 
of the community and of individuals. They find so many of its precepts 
explained away, that they learn to regard all its strong and decisive por- 
tions as excessive and hyperbolical, and easily reconcile the command, 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God," with any convenient measure of 
selfishness aud worldliness. 

Now we cannot blame utter indifference to such a party-colored relig- 
ion as Christianity becomes under the glosses and exceptions of profes- 
sing Christians. It is because we regard this loose construction of scrip- 
ture rules as the cause of a large amount of lukewarmness and indiffer- 
ence, that we deem it of prime importance for the Church and the pulpit 
to take direct cognizance of the great, universal sins of nations and of 
Christendom. We cannot expect sensible men to look with interest and 
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reverence on a religion which sanctions or winks at any mode of social 
wrong or violence. Convince us that the gospel permits any form of in- 
jury or oppression, that it spreads its broad mantle over the field of car- 
nage or the house of bondage, that it sanctions the versatile tactics of the 
demagogue, or that eager pursuit of gain which treads men's bodies and 
souls under foot to compass its ends ; and we have done with Christianity. 
We have moral infirmities enough ; but might as well be without a staff, 
as lean on one so supple. But, were it plainly shown and seen, that 
there is no wrong for which the gospel does not provide an adequate rem- 
edy, were it traced to its broad applications in the field of active life ; 
were it followed out in its countless practical bearings, extending from in- 
dividual to social, from social to public duty, comprehending under its sway 
at once the individual soul and the vast heart of the nation and the race ; 
were it discerned how surely its universal reign would bring peace and joy 
to every human being, breaking all yokes, and reforming all evils, — then 
would it be beheld with adoring reverence and embraced with hearty 
faith. 

Let Christians then take Christian views, and put forth Christian ef- 
forts, as regards all those forms of wrong and sin which the world has 
long tolerated. The cause of temperance, of peace, of freedom, of human 
brotherhood, are all Christian causes ; and it is just ground of shame to 
the Church, that they should not have found within her walls and through 
her accredited agencies sufficient utterance and scope. Let them receive 
from Christians no ungentle advocacy, but a firm, consistent, determined 
profession, aid and defence. Thus and thus only can the Church retrace 
her retrogade steps, and restore her primitive glory. Thus and thus only 
can the ways of Zion again be thronged, and her solemn feasts be crowd- 
ed by thankful guests. 

Portsmouth, Dec. 1845. 



WAR, "THE LESSER EVIL." 
BY S. E. COUES. 

A very common argument in favor of War is this : there are greater 
evils than War, and if, by encountering its sufferings, we avoid the loss of 
property, of liberty, of life, it is our duty as wise men, to put on the garb 
of the soldier, to grasp the death-dealing sword, and go out against our 
enemies ; or, in the words of Paley, "there are cases in which the mag- 
nitude of the particular evil is so great, that it induces us to call into 
question the general rule of christian morals." 

We answer : Evil is of two kinds ; the one relating to man the animal, 



